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CLIVE PALMER — LEGAL ACTION 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [2.05 pm]: On Wednesday, 13 October 2021, the High Court 
dismissed Clive Palmer’s constitutional attack on the McGowan government’s Iron Ore Processing (Mineralogy 
Pty. Ltd.) Agreement Amendment Act 2020, which was introduced in order to protect the state against Palmer’s 
claims of nearly $30 billion. In dismissing the attack from Palmer and his companies, the High Court has vindicated 
the action taken by the McGowan government to protect all Western Australians from Mr Palmer’s unprecedented 
claim for damages of $30 billion that would have cost every man, woman and child in our state $12 000. 
Importantly, on behalf of the government and the people of Western Australia, I wish to recognise the significant 
work undertaken by the public servants involved in the defence of this important legislation. I sincerely thank them. 
They include: the best Solicitor-General in Australia, Western Australian Solicitor-General Mr Joshua Thomson, SC, 
who appeared for the state in the High Court; and the State Solicitor, Mr Nicholas Egan, a particularly talented State 
Solicitor whom we are very fortunate to have. The team also included Jean Shaw, Annie Tan, Francis Cardell-Oliver, 
Madeleine Durand and Tristan Taylor. I thank the whole of the team for their splendid effort on behalf of our state. 
Through this legislation, the McGowan government has achieved what it set out to do, which was to protect the 
people of Western Australia. I am sure that everyone will join me in thanking all those involved for their impeccable 
work and unwavering commitment to the task at hand. We are fortunate to have had such brilliant legal minds 
within the public service to achieve what will go down in history as a momentous victory against Clive Palmer. 
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